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Terminally ill will be able to end their lives, predicts 
peer

Maighna Nanu

ASSISTED dying will be legal in 18 months, the peer 
leading a new drive to legalise the practice has predicted 
after she tabled the first legislation on the matter for half a 
decade.

Baroness Meacher said she believed public sentiment was 
now behind changing the law to allow people who were 
terminally ill to take their own lives.

“If people want to have some control at the end of their 
lives it is denied to them,” she said.

“They suffer terribly – and a lot of people unnecessarily so. 
I think people are more aware of how important it is to 
have that right here in our country.”

The Assisted Dying Bill had its first reading in the House of 
Lords last Wednesday.

It would give terminally ill and mentally competent adults in 
the final six months of their lives the option to die at a time 
and place of their choosing.

All requests would be subject to approval from two 
independent doctors and a High Court judge with the 
person granted a prescription for medication they would 
take themselves.

Back in 2015 a similar Private Members Bill was brought 
forward by Lord Falconer of Thoroton in the House of 
Lords but ran out of time ahead of the general election. In 
a poll of more than 5,000 people, 84 per cent expressed 
support for assisted dying, with 79 per cent of Daily 
Telegraph readers in the survey backing changes to the 
law.

Now, campaigners are trying again and they believe there 
could be enough support to get it passed.

“We certainly hope to legalise assisted dying within the 
next 18 months,” said Baroness Meacher, chair of Dignity 
in Dying, who claims there has been a “remarkable shift” 
in support for the Bill across the political spectrum.

“I believe the Prime Minister is relaxed about it,” she told 
The Telegraph, adding that she thought Sir Keir Starmer, 
the Labour leader, was a “clear supporter” of the Bill.

“That’s a pretty remarkable situation – that you have the 
leader of the opposition and a relaxed attitude from the 
Prime Minister.”

The crossbench peer is bringing forward the Bill after the 
suicide of both her aunt, who had terminal liver cancer, 
and a friend who was “suffering dreadfully”.

She said: “I thought what a terrible thing that we don’t 
have a way to enable people to die in a pleasant and 
dignified way.”

She added: “It really hit me at the time as being just not 
the way any human being should end their lives – it is just 
not civilised. We don’t allow cats and dogs to suffer 
unbearably and go on suffering.”


